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Contraindications and toxidty. Pentylenetetrazol is relatively nontoxic. It
should not be used in the treatment of shock (action on the cardiovascular system
is unpredictable)..

Dosage.    0.1 to 0.3 Gin. by mouth or intravenously (1 to 3 co. of 10% solution),
Dosage form.    Metrazol Ampuls, 1 cc. and 3 cc,, containing 0.1 Gin. per ce.

PICEOTOXIN, U, S. P. Glycoside obtained from tho seeds of Cocculus
%ndicu8r a plant indigenous to Malabar, Ceylon, and other parts of Asia. It Is
slightly soluble in water (1 in 350); stable in air but affected by light.

Actions and uses. This convulsive poison, when used in appropriate doses and
under close supervision, is ft good clinical antidote for acute, profound poisoning
by barbiturates and other hypnotics. The therapeutic objective is to limit its
stimulant effect to those depressed medullary and mid-brain, centers controlling
vital autonomic functions. To accomplish this, picrotoxin is administered in-
travenously to the moribund patient in minute amounts (1 to 10 mg.) at intervals
of 1 to 30 minutes depending on the depth of tho narcosis and the observed
responses to the drug. In a sense, this clinical proceduro may be likened to
chemical titration in that the depressant effects of tho hypnotic are neutralized
by tho stimulant effects of picrotoxin; the desired end point being the return
and maintenance of depressed respiration, reflexes, sonsorium, etc., to nearly
normal levels. Each patient represents an individual problem since data on
dosage, tolerance, and other factors are rarely obtainable. Overdosage with
picrotoxin is heralded by muscular twitching and may be corrected with Thiopental
Sodium (Pentothal Sodium), 0,1 to 0.2 Gin. intravenously.

See also Amphetamine Sulfate, for the treatment of barbiturate and other
hypnotic poisoning.

Dosage form. Picrotoxin Injection U. S. P., ampul, 20 co. containing 3 mg.
per co. (0.3%),

REFLEX STIMULANTS

AMMONIA. This is a volatile irritant which, on inhalation, acts as a reflex
vasoconstrictor and restores circulation in syncope. It ia inhaled in the form of
Aromatic Ammonia Spirit, U. S. P., a hydro-alcoholic solution of ammonia-
yielding compounds, flavored with lemon oil,

Dosage forms. Aromatic Ammonia Spirit, U. S. P.; Aromatic Ammonia
Ampuls, for inhalation.uce a fall
